The CAMBODIA DAILY

Volume 40 lssue 29 Monday, August 18, 2008 1,200 riel/30 cents

Lack of Accountability Resulted In Disenfranchisement of Voters

esponses given by the pres- The NEC claims that falsified that as few as five forged voter regis-

ident and secretary-general 1018 forms do not fall under its juris- tration forms or five disenfranchised

of the National Election diction since *the forms are issued non-CPP voters per polling station
Committee in the article “NEC' by commume coundllors and not by deprived the opposition of one Na-
Rejects SRP Complaint on Election election workers.” But these falsified tional Assembly seat. The SRP in-
Fraud” (Aug 14, page 28), demon- forms did have an impact on the vites readers to examine this analy-
strate the complete lack of ac- election results. It is the duty of the sis at the SRP Web site, http://
countability of the most senior NEC to ensure these results reflect tinyurloom/@3auye.

members of the a free and fair electoral process. The SRP agrees with the NEC

Letter national institu- Therefore the falsified forms most secretary-general that the commune
to the Editor tion charged with cu‘tamb'fallunda'ﬂleNECsm chiefs who forged docurents must
v cORducting free and responsibility. be brought to justice. However, the
and fair elections in Cambodia. Asa T}edecuonmmss]mldbere NEC delegated full power to these
result of such lack of acoountability, calculated to reflect the true will of commune chiefs, well aware that
key international standards were the Cambodian people by consider they had been abusing this power
not met and millions of voters were ing the larpe-scale disenfranchise- since the 2007 Commume Election.
disenfranchised. ment of non-CPP voters and the use Must the NEC not also be held
The SRP has sound evidence that of frauchilent docurments. The SRP responsible?
hundreds of thousands of forged continues to collect these forged The SRP calls on the Consti-
1018 forms were issued for the 2008 forms daily while the NEC refisses tutional Coundil to act independently
election. According to Article 53 of 1o accept them as evidence of fraud. and give justice to millions of voters
the amended Election Law, the The NEC clearly fears legal conse whose constitutional rights were
NEC delegates the power to regis- quences and the potential reversal of denied on July 27. The SRP urges
ter voters to commune chiefs. CPP election results that would give the governments of signatory nations of
commune chiefs abused this power CPP fewer seats. . the Paris Peace Accords to fulfill
byissuing 1018 forms to people who An analysis conduicted with the their duties with vigilance and allow
were not elfigible to vote. However, help of independent experts found Cambodia to move forward as a
from a legal point of view, the NEC democratic nation.
remains ultimately responsible for
the fraud. Mu Sochua,

Secretary-General,
Sam Rainsy Party
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